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South Side Middle School & MYP

Middle Years Programme (3 Years)
Year 1 – Grade 6
Year 2 – Grade 7
Year 3 – Grade 8

Our implementation plan is to craft our MYP Programme
to be 100% inclusive:

 All subjects
 All students



How does learning 
LOOK DIFFERENT with the MYP?

 Emphasis on INQUIRY: encourages critical thinking & 
curiosity

 Conceptual connections allow for deeper TRANSFER of 
information between subjects

 Summative tasks require REAL-WORLD application
 Answers the question: Why do I need to know this?

 Curricular connections to COMMUNITY involvement



How do teachers benefit 
from the MYP?

• Curriculum revisions reflect the MYP teaching and learning 
philosophy.

• Professional Development
– Global Contexts
– MYP Subject-specific
– Service and Action
– Library Media Center
– Programme Coordination

• In April, four SSMS teachers will attend formal IB training 
for constructing interdisciplinary units…more to follow!



MYP in the Classroom

INQUIRY & Making Thinking Visible

ELA 6 classroom:
Students use post-it notes 
to address unit questions

World 
Language 
classroom:
Inquiry 
questions are 
clearly posted 
for easy 
reference 



Transfer & Interdisciplinary Connections
Transfer: Utilizing skills and knowledge in multiple contexts

• Interdisciplinary Units are taught in each year of the program

• Focus on CONCEPTS
o Connections are broader; understanding is deeper

 What does CHANGE look like in Social Studies vs. Math

 How can IDENTITY be explored in Language Arts AND Earth Science?

• Performance tasks require students to demonstrate understanding of 
content and concepts



6th Grade ELA /Science 
Interdisciplinary Unit: 
The Human Body



Real-World Application

• Social Studies 6 Unit: Mesopotamia
• Pollution in the Nile River Water crisis in the United States

• Math 7 Unit: Solving 2-step Equations
• Set up and solve two-step equations  Determine what options fall within a 

given budget

• ELA 8 Unit: Oppression
• Study A Raisin in the Sun, Holocaust, speech by Malala Yousafsai and student-

selected independent reading books  Create a public service 
announcement advocating for the mistreated group



Service & Action Connection in Content Areas

Social Studies 7 Unit:  Propaganda

Consider how propaganda can be used to change people’s ideologies.  

Select a current event and create a piece of propaganda using 
techniques that have been learned in class to encourage responsible 
action that will make the world a better and more peaceful place.



The MYP Community Project Fair

• all 8th graders are encouraged to participate

• all SSMS students are able to enjoy and 
celebrate the 8th graders’ work

• 6th and 7th graders are exposed to great ideas 
for their own future Community Projects



8th grade Community Project Fair

8th graders take 
part in a 
SUSTAINABLE 
project and 
celebrate their 
work at the 
annual CP Fair

(May 2017)



Community Project Samples



SSMS students are doing amazing things!

Thank you for your 
continued support!


