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March 12, 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Staff, 

 

The purpose of this letter is to provide information concerning the scheduling and/or canceling of school 

sponsored events and the use of our facilities by outside organizations.   

 

We continue to meet with local health officials and representatives from the State Education Department 

to secure updated information that could be used to help us decide on a course of action that our school 

district should pursue to keep the schools open and do our best to provide all of our students with a full 

range of regularly scheduled opportunities.  We feel it is our responsibility as a District to both educate 

our children and to keep our school community as safe and clean as possible.  In an effort to reduce the 

amount of people entering our buildings, we have decided to begin restricting access to our buildings for 

large scale events and use by outside organizations.  We will be carefully reviewing all of our scheduled 

events and the organizations that use our schools.  It is likely that a number of events where large groups 

of people may be invited or present will be canceled.  Likewise, we feel it is important to prohibit 

outside organizations from using our facilities and have made the decision to cancel them through at 

least March 30.   

In the immediate future, we have canceled All-District Music Concerts for this week and next.  In 

addition, the Drug, Alcohol & Violence Prevention parent presentation scheduled for March 23rd will be 

postponed.  We ask for your patience as we examine each event by building to make determinations about 

their status.  Should events be canceled, you will hear directly from your building Principal. After-school 

clubs and sports for students shall continue as long as school continues to remain open.  However, while 

Middle School and High School sports teams and other extra-curricular activities will continue to operate 

as usual, parents and spectators will not be able to attend any game or event that is scheduled in our 

buildings until further notice.  As mentioned in an earlier advisory, field trips and in-school events are still 

being reviewed on a case-by-case basis and you will hear from your Principal if they are canceled.   

There have been a number of questions raised regarding whether or not the District will close proactively.  

During these unusual times, the decision to close schools in New York requires consultation with, and 

approval by, the Nassau County or New York State Department of Health.  While continuing to adhere to 

those guidelines, we are working collaboratively with the instructional staff to prepare for a possible 

closing.  To date, there have been no known cases of COVID-19 in our community.  Since things are 

changing rapidly, we will continue to keep our families updated as often as possible.  Please know that we 

are taking these matters very seriously and are committed to making responsible and educated decisions 

that keep the well-being of our children as our top priority.  Thank you for your continued patience as we 

navigate these issues as a District.   

Sincerely, 

William H. Johnson 
William H. Johnson, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.rvcschools.org/

